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NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. Partici-
pating in the visit was Maj. Gen. Carla G. Hawley-
Bowland, USA, commanding general, North At-
lantic Regional Medical Command and Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Jalal Talabani of Iraq
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President Bush. Mr. President, welcome.
First of all, I am so pleased to see that you're
looking good. The President’s health is
strong, and that’s going to be very important
for the people of Iraq. After all, there’s been
no stronger defender of a free Iraq than
President Talabani. I've known him for a long
time. He cares deeply about the Iraqi people,
and he has been a strong defender of human
liberty.

Mr. President, thanks for the good con-
versation we had about the election laws,
about the need to get a strategic framework
agreement signed. And thank you very much
for bringing me up to date on your perspec-
tive about life inside of Iraq. It's—things
have changed a lot since we’ve known each
other.

President Talabani. Of course.

President Bush. And attitudes are com-
pletely different now that people realize the
security situation has changed and mothers
can raise their children in a more normal life.
It’s still difficult, but there’s no doubt that
the surge has been effective, which has en-
abled us to take out troops. Iragis want there
to be fewer U.S. troops, the United States
wants there to be fewer U.S. troops, but both
of us want to realize that vision based upon
success.

And so, Mr. President, welcome back. I'm
glad you're feeling good. And thank you for
the visit.

President Talabani. Well, Mr. President,
thank you very much for giving me the honor
of meeting you again. I think it’s clear that
we are in Iraq looking to you as a hero of
liberation of Iraq from worst kind of dictator-
ship. And now we are working with your—
with you, Mr. President, for finalizing the
strategic framework of—agreement between
United States and Iraq.
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And also, we are always getting benefit
from your views about how to secure Iraq.
I think you know very well that we—you and
we in Iraq achieved very good successes on
terrorism. Now I can say all parts of Iraq
liberated from terrorist control and activities.
It’s true that some groups remind—remain,
hiding themselves from here or there, but
there’s no place, no inch of Iraqi land under
the control of terrorist activities. There are
some terrorist—still groups working, hiding
themself. And thanks to you and sacrifice of
your brave army and to Iragi people, now
we can live in peace and security.

And Iraq Government started to spend the
money which we have for serving the Iraqi
people and rebuilding the country, recon-
structing the country. Not only we liberated
our country from terrorist activities but also
from militias, outlawed militias who are also
making troubles and danger for Iraqi people.

And as you have heard, the Basra city, Sadr
City, Shulla, Ninawa, Baqubah—all these cit-
ies are now liberated. So we are thankful to
you and to your people, your army. We hope
that the agreement about this strategy situa-
tion will be signed soon.

And as usual, we are working in—our Par-
liament is working now for finalizing the draft
of a new law for election of Provinces. And
I hope that—as I heard the news yesterday—
I hope that today it will be finalized, because
the groups—head of groups of Parliament
are now gathering in Parliament to reach—
to finalize it.

In our country, we are now busy to recon-
struct our country and to rebuild our country.
And I am glad to tell you, Mr. President,
that our relation with our neighbors is im-
proved very well—with Turkey, with Syria,
with Iran, with the Arab countries. The rela-
tion is normal now, and we have no problem
with any of these countries. In contrary,
many, many new ambassadors are com-
ing

President Bush. That’s right.

President Talabani. to our country
from Arab countries. And our—the visit of
Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Tayyip Recep
Erdogan, and of the—His Majesty the King
of Jordan to Baghdad was very successful and
was encouraging Iraqi people to understand
that they have friends outside Iraq.
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So I hope that friendship and relation be-
tween your great people and the Iragi people
will continue and will be strengthened. And
we will never forget what you have done for
our people.

President Bush. Thank you, President.
Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:533 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President
Talabani referred to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey; and King Abdullah II of Jor-
dan. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Memorandum on the Proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between
the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of
India Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy
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Presidential Determination No. 2008-26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the Government of
the United States of America and the
Government of India Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of India Concerning Peace-
ful Uses of Nuclear Energy, along with the
views, recommendations, and statements of
interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the Agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed Agreement and au-
thorize the Secretary of State to arrange for
its execution.

In addition, pursuant to the authority vest-
ed in me by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including
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the Henry J. Hyde United States-India
Peaceful Atomic Energy Cooperation Act of
2006 (Public Law 109-401), I hereby deter-
mine that:

1. India has provided the United States
and the TAEA with a credible plan to sepa-
rate civil and military nuclear facilities, mate-
rials, and programs, and has filed a declara-
tion regarding its civil facilities and materials
with the IAEA,

2. India and the IAEA have concluded all
legal steps required prior to signature by the
parties of an agreement requiring the appli-
cation of TAEA safeguards in perpetuity in
accordance with JAEA standards, principles,
and practices (including IAEA Board of Gov-
ernors Document GOV/1621 (1973)) to In-
dia’s civil nuclear facilities, materials, and
programs as declared in the plan described
in paragraph (1), including materials used in
or produced through the use of India’s civil
nuclear facilities;

3. India and the IAEA are making substan-
tial progress toward concluding an Additional
Protocol consistent with TAEA principles,
practices, and policies that would apply to
India’s civil nuclear program;

4. India is working actively with the United
States for the early conclusion of a multilat-
eral treaty on the cessation of the production
of fissile materials for use in nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices;

5. India is working with and supporting
United States and international efforts to
prevent the spread of enrichment and re-
processing technology to any state that does
not already possess full-scale, functioning en-
richment or reprocessing plants;

6. India is taking the necessary steps to
secure nuclear and other sensitive materials
and technology, including through (A) the
enactment and effective enforcement of
comprehensive export control legislation and
regulations; (B) harmonization of its export
control laws, regulations, policies, and prac-
tices with the guidelines and practices of the
Missile  Technology — Control — Regime
(MTCR) and the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG); and (C) adherence to the MTCR and
the NSG in accordance with the procedures
of those regimes for unilateral adherence;
and



